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APPENDIX A 

Section 5310: Transportation for Elderly and Persons with Disabilities  

OVERVIEW 

This program (49 U.S.C. 5310) provides formula funding to States for the purpose of assisting private 

nonprofit groups in meeting the transportation needs of the elderly and persons with disabilities when 

the transportation service provided is unavailable, insufficient, or inappropriate to meeting these needs. 

Funds are apportioned based on each State’s share of population for these groups of people.  

PROGRAM GOALS 

The goal of the Section 5310 program is to improve mobility for elderly individuals and individuals with 

disabilities throughout the country.  Toward this goal, FTA provides financial assistance for 

transportation services planned, designed, and carried out to meet the special transportation needs of 

elderly individuals and individuals with disabilities in all areas—urbanized, small urban, and rural.  The 

program requires coordination with other Federally-assisted human service programs in order to make 

the most efficient use of Federal resources.   

ELIGIBLE PROJECTS 

Funds for the Section 5310 program are available for capital expenses as defined in Section 5302(a)(1) to 

support the provision of transportation services to meet the special needs of elderly persons and 

persons with disabilities.  The State of Utah funds the following eligible capital projects: 

 Buses and vans 

 The introduction of new technology, through innovative and improved products, into public 

transportation 

 Supporting new mobility management and coordination programs among public transportation 

providers and other human service agencies providing transportation.  Mobility management is 

an eligible capital cost.  Mobility management techniques may enhance transportation access 

for populations beyond those served by one agency or organization within a community.  For 

example, a non-profit agency could receive Section 5310 funding to support the administrative 

costs of sharing services it provides to its own clientele with other elderly individuals and/or 

individuals with disabilities and coordinates usage of vehicles with other non-profits, but not the 

operating costs of service.  Mobility management is intended to build coordination among 

existing public transportation providers and other transportation service providers with the 

result of expanding the availability of service.  Mobility management activities may include:   

o The promotion, enhancement, and facilitation of access to transportation services, 

including the integration and coordination of services for individuals with disabilities, 

older adults, and low income individuals;  
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o Support for short term management activities to plan and implement coordinated 

services;  

o The development and operation of one-stop transportation traveler call centers to 

coordinate transportation information on all travel modes and to manage eligibility 

requirements and arrangements for customers among supporting programs; and  

o Operational planning for the acquisition of intelligent transportation technologies to 

help plan and operate coordinated systems inclusive of Geographic Information Systems 

(GIS) mapping, Global Positioning System technology, coordinated vehicle scheduling, 

dispatching and monitoring technologies as well as technologies to track costs and 

billing in a coordinated system and single smart customer payment systems.  

(Acquisition of technology is also eligible as a stand-alone capital expense).   

ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS 

There are three categories of eligible recipients of Section 5310 funds:   

 Private non-profit organizations;  

 Governmental authorities that certify to the chief executive officer of a State that no non-profit 

corporations or associations are readily available in an area to provide the service; and  

 Governmental authorities approved by the State to coordinate services for elderly individuals 

and individuals with disabilities.   

Local governmental authorities eligible to apply for Section 5310 funds as coordinators of services for 

elderly persons and persons with disabilities are those designated by the State to coordinate human 

service activities in a particular area.  Examples of such eligible governmental authorities are a county 

agency on aging or a public transit provider which that State has identified as the lead agency to 

coordinate transportation services funded by multiple Federal or State human service programs.   

MATCH REQUIREMENT 

The Federal share of eligible capital costs may not exceed 80 percent of the net cost of the activity, 

leaving the local share of capital costs at no less than 20 percent of the net cost of the activity.  

The local share may be provided from an undistributed cash surplus, a replacement or depreciation cash 

fund or reserve, a service agreement with a State or local service agency or private social service 

organization, or new capital.  Some examples of these sources of local match include: State or local 

appropriations; dedicated tax revenues; private donations; revenue from service contracts; toll revenue 

credits; and net income generated from advertising and concessions.  In addition, the local share may be 

derived from Federal programs that are eligible to be expended for transportation, other than DOT 

programs, or from DOT’s Federal Lands Highway Program.  Examples of types of programs that are 

potential sources of local match include: employment, training, aging, medical, community services, and 

rehabilitation services.  Specific program information for other types of Federal funding is available at 

www.unitedweride.gov.  


